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Prerequisites

This session assumes you have some small 
start on: 
!
• Webserver basics 
!
• Installing database driven websites 



!
!
So you've got a Drupal website...  
!
!
What are you going to do with it?



Concept Breakdown

• What will be a node? 
!
• What fields will it have?



What will be a Node?
!
: a point at which subsidiary parts originate or center 
!
  
!
 a Node is "the thing itself"



What fields will it have?

!
What "subsidiary parts originate or center" on 
your node? 
!
Think of attributes or properties required by 
your concept that are associated with each 
item you've determined to be a node.



Think of an address book



Think of an address book

!
If an address book is your concept... 
!
Each entry of a person is a node. 
!
Each phone number, email address, etc is a 
field to that node.



Concept Breakdown

• How will it be added? 
• How will it be displayed? 
• How will it be interacted with? 
!
!
It is possible to configure Drupal for basic 
concepts without adding anything to it.



Example 1

node = basic page 
fields = title, body 
!
How will it be: 
!
added: node/add/page 
displayed: front page view, on its own 
interacted with: click to read more, comment









!
!
Many times, Drupal needs some help from 
contributed modules. 
!
What if our concept is a little more off the 
beaten path?



Example 2 - Check Register



Example 2 - Check Register

node = expense 
fields = paid to, amount, paid date, status, title 
!
How will it be: 
!
added: node/add/expense    ...csv? 
displayed: viewed in table form   ...added up? 
interacted with: view totals, edit individual items



Module Research

Take your answers and do some research. 
!
Familiarize yourself with http://drupal.org/
project/modules

http://drupal.org/project/modules


Module Research

!
!

!
• Browse often and for fun 
• Find tools for current use 
 Learn about tools for future use



Module Research



/modules page

!
!

Module categories 
 Quickly narrow your search 

!
Sort by Most Installed, Last build / Release 
 Indication of popular, well used and  
 supported, active



Module Page



Evaluating your findings

Module Page 
!
• Project Description  
oPossibly useful 

• Committers 
oNumber, Last commit 

• Project Information at bottom of page 
oMaintenance Status, Reported Installs 
▪ High number of installs = lots of eyes on it 

• Issue Queue 
oAll issues



Module Page



Module Page

Issue Queue 
!
• Open / Total 
oRatio 
o # Solved 
▪ High number = popular, well supported 
▪ High number of bugs = lots of eyes on it



Issue Queue



Issue Queue

!
!
Last Updated 

Responsiveness 
!
Created / Last Updated 

Can see old issues being tended to 
Should not see same date = unmaintained



Example 2 - Check Register

!
fields = paid to, amount, paid date, status, title 
!
taxonomy - comes with Drupal 
Auto Node Title 
Date











Example 2 - Check Register

displayed: viewed in table form   ...added up? 
interacted with: view totals, edit individual items 
!
Views 
Views Calc 
Content Access





Example 2 - Check Register



Bonus Example: Image Gallery



Bonus Example: Image Gallery

Option 1 
node = image 
fields = title, description, tags, etc 
added = node/add/image for each image 
display = gallery of images 
interacted = click to view next, larger, or own 
page, hover for more info?



Bonus Example: Image Gallery

Option 1 Pros 
!
• More info per Image 
• More info in display 
• More freedom in 

display placement 
per image 

• More interaction 
options

Option 1 Cons 
!
• More complicated 

workflow for adding 
images 

• More complicated in 
display ordering 

• Complicated gallery 
interaction options



Bonus Example: Image Gallery

Option 2 
node =  gallery 
fields =  images 
added =  node/add or edit gallery 
  add image to a multifield 
display =  each node is a gallery showing all its    
  image fields 
interacted = click to view next, larger



Bonus Example: Image Gallery

Option 2 Pros 
!
• Fast gallery creation 
• Easy interface for 

ordering 
• More gallery 

interaction options

Option 2 Cons 
!
• Less info per Image 
• More restriction in 

display placement 
per image 

• Fewer interaction 
options



Bonus Example: Image Gallery

Option 1  
node = image

Option 2 
node = gallery

Comparison

What you choose to be your node 
determines the pros you will enjoy and the 
cons you will need to overcome in 
completing your concept.
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