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Background

We came up with this system over at the Department of 
Commerce (my last job).
● Large, federated Department
● Low engagement
● Static HTML legacy intranet site
● Disparate theme and navigation



Eww



Requirements and Challenges

Department-wide intranet platform
Many groups (bureaus, teams, affinity groups, etc.)
Broad range of use cases and feature requests
Custom layouts for select groups
Small team responsible for development and maintenance, 
and training of non-technical content managers



Simple “river” 
of content



Block sections



Collapsible 
sections



Live demo



Panels

● Override content area layouts by content type or path
● Contextual content with arguments (smarter than 

blocks)
● Configurable layout
● Add almost any content or view
● Drag/drop into Panel regions



Panelizer

● Panel settings per node/entity
● Create a default panel configuration
● Set up panel options
● Panel options available as select list on node edit 

screen



Advantages of Panelizer options

● Content managers never see Panels UI or In-Place 
Editor (IPE)

● Designers/developers make layout decisions
● Choice made right on the node edit screen
● All options can be exported and version controlled 

(using Features)
● If absolutely necessary, the Panel settings can 

overridden per node



Because it’s Panels...

We can use arguments from content fields to trigger other 
presentation changes.
Examples:
● Checkboxes to hide/show major elements
● Dynamic pane titles
● ...use your imagination!



Required 
Modules

Chaos tools (Ctools)
Page Manager 
(Part of Ctools)
Panels
Panelizer

Other
Modules

Views
Views Content Panes



Panelizer setup demo
(if time allows)



Learn Panels/Panelizer
Learn Page Manager (and Panels) - oldie but goodie, 12-part video!
http://nodeone.se/en/learn-page-manager

Capital Camp 2013: Paraphrasing Panels, Panelizer and Panopoly - CC!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KYN5_fsp0oc

Manage Drupal Content Layout with Panelizer - Screenshots
https://www.ostraining.com/blog/drupal/panelizer/

Displaying Content with Panels and Panelizer - Need subscription 
http://drupalize.me/videos/displaying-content-panels-and-panelizer
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